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President: Tom Williams  

Captain: Roger Monson
Hon Secretary: Roy Smith   


      Vice Captain: David Beer
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
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Seasons greetings to you all at this festive time of the year. I am sure you are all looking forward to your grandchildren spending time with you over the Christmas period bringing with them their new video games etc to play on their mobile phones (or maybe your TV) and expecting you to be able to understand what you should be doing to get it right - good luck to you all. At least with the winter weather continuing to be in our favour hopefully courses are not being closed and temporary greens and placing have not been enforced. Long may it continue so that you all can get out and play this game you  all love and have as Captains of your Club put so much in on behalf of your members in the past. May I send to you all best wishes for the future, especially Secretary Roy following his spell as nursemaid to his wife after her recent problems and my predecessor as President Bernard who I understand is making a New Year resolution not to go out in the garden again following his fall. I hope all is back to normal with them all. A special thanks to all Committee members for giving up their time to keep us ticking over during the year. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you  all.

A MESSAGE FROM THE CAPTAIN
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It is my pleasure to write this message, at a time when the clocks regress and on Halloween Eve our thoughts begin to focus on preparations for Christmas and New Year.

As your Captain, I reflect with considerable pleasure on the enjoyment we have shared together during the series of home and away matches this summer, concluding with a memorable and happy Captain’s Day at Bigbury last month. I sincerely thank everyone who attended this event and the Golf Club staff for their hospitality and hard work. Congratulations to Steve Willcocks Dainton Park who won the Bowering Salver and Alf Palmer Staddon Heights for winning the Secretaries Salver. 

Certainly, we have been fortunate to enjoy splendid summer weather, good golf, combined with much fun and fellowship, in the pleasurable company of our hosts and guests.

Regrettably, due to an ailment, I was unable to attend Presidents Day at Honiton, to congratulate Peter on his excellent year as our Captain and welcome David Beer as your Vice Captain.

Since May, David has been very supportive and worked diligently to organise the teams for each match. Additionally, he has been a reliable and sociable travel companion, enthusiastic photographer and prepared several imaginative meal Graces.

Also, our thanks and gratitude should be offered to Roy Smith and Henry Paget, who for our benefit each year, organise the Tournaments and arrange the programme of matches. Additionally, Malcolm Jordain with Chris Morton, who with considerable expertise and persistence, have expanded and enhanced our excellent website. The match reports with a galaxy of photographs, many prepared by Malcolm, never fail to provide an entertaining descriptive record for our enjoyment and reflection.

There have been more away than home matches this summer, so the record is Lost 7 Won 5. We enjoyed the hospitality of Sidmouth Captains in late May to celebrate their Club’s 125th anniversary, a memorable match. Then travelled in early June to play Oxfordshire and Warwickshire on consecutive days, staying at the Premier Inn near Bicester. Needless to say, on tour we share an abundance of fun and comaraderie! 

The home matches have been at Okehampton, Fingle Glen, Churston and Bigbury. I have been priveleged to play with the Captains of these Clubs, Adrian Tilley, David Cardy,  Gordon Lomas and Harry Kerswell. Hopefully they will wish to play with DGC in the future. Regrettably, the Gloucestershire match at Tavistock was cancelled. However at short notice David Beer arranged an enjoyable match played by 28 Devon Golf Captains.

Looking forward to Spring 2015, the West of England Inter Counties Championship at Saunton is the 9 April, when the Devon team will endeavour to retain the Trophy. Captain v Vice Captain at Dainton Park 23 April, 48 members are needed to play in this fun but competitive match. Followed by tour matches against Sussex and Hampshire 29 and 30 April. If you wish to play in any matches, please visit the website and notify Roy Smith.

Fortunately, I am pleased to report, Tom Williams our President is making a good recovery from his long illness and is looking forward to joining us at Tiverton Golf Club on the 14 May for Presidents Day. 

Finally, to conclude this message, I offer Christmas Greetings to You and Your families, wishing everyone happiness and good health throughout next year. 

Roger Monson

A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE CAPTAIN
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 May I start my report by thanking all those Captains who have made the first part of my Vice Captain’s year so enjoyable.  Also thanks to all my playing partners for making life easier for me to carry out my duties.  It is not always easy to play last in the field when you are all waiting to have dinner and we need to win the last game to secure the match result.  I think we did make this possible about 3 times.  However room for improvement on the second half of my term of office.  

This is the time we reflect on the coming year. There are over 500 captains on our web site that are eligible to play, so please download next year’s playing programme and plan where you would like to play, then send your match list to Roy Smith, our Secretary, to be included when he compiles the list which is then send to the Captain to make his team selection.  

This brings me on to our Captain, Roger Monson.  It has been my pleasure to support Roger this year, and his Captain’s Day at Bigbury was a great success.  I had great pleasure in seeing my long term golfing friend Alf Palmer win the Secretary’s Salver.  Alf introduced me to golf in the 1970s so he has got a lot to answer for!!  

 I would like to record my personal thanks to Roger for carrying out his duties in such an excellent manner this year, also for his kindness to me during the last 3 months when I was unable to drive due to health problems.  I am now back to good health and looking forward to 2015 and meeting you all to renew our friendships.  

Seasonal greetings to everyone for Christmas and the New Year.
David Beer
A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY
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Just a few days left in 2014, a year when I have taken a seat very much in the background following  an unfortunate accident to my dear wife, Beryl, who fractured her left elbow as the result of a fall whilst walking our Springer Spaniel, Dee, shortly after the President’s Day at Honiton

To make matters worse, Beryl is also left handed and was already struggling with dementia. The fractured elbow resulted in five operations at Torbay Hospital and left me as a full time carer, with very little time to devote to golfing matters. Beryl is slowly recovering good use of her left arm but has to prepare herself for another major operation next March, when she will

probably have an artificial elbow fitted, once the fractured bone has repaired.

During this period, I very much relied on valued assistance from Malcolm and Captain Roger, who covered for all my short comings whenever necessary and I am extremely grateful to both gentlemen for their efforts.

On top of these problems, my computer managed to gather some form of virus and, all in all, I think I might qualify for one of Queen Elizabeth’s 1992 ‘annus horribilis’

However, I understand the seasons events went ahead with very few problems,no doubt as a result of the efforts of our 2014 Captain, Roger, who carried on throughout with great enthusiasm, ably assisted by vice- captain, David Beer, who always managed to present a full side at each match, despite those dreaded last minute drop outs.

The season ended with an outstanding Captain’s Day at Bigbury, where, once again, Rogers’ planning worked to perfection. That was one day I did manage to attend, with the help of my daughter, Jackie, who travelled all the way from

Northhampton to be with Beryl during my absence. As far as the admin was concerned, I believe it was one of the best I can remember, as Henry Paget and I had the valuable assistance of Chris Morton throughout the day, plus Malcolm at the start. The finalizing of the results, usually very chaotic, went as smooth as clockwork, with all the winners allocated well ahead of time.

Sadly, our new President, Tom Williams, also experienced health problems throughout the year and was unable to attend most functions but I can re-assure him that he can expect a great day at Tiverton for his President’s Day next May, where I have just visited and was very impressed  with theset-up they have to offer. 

Outgoing President, Bernard Young and his wife Betty, also had more than their fair share of ill-health but Bernard had managed to attend most of the important events throughout his term of office and he is to be congratulated for  his contribution to the Devon Captains.

There is good news from the East Devon Golf Club at Budleigh Salterton,with the aid of their 2014 Captain, Clive Bennett, they will now grant us courtesy for our inter-County matches. We can now look forward to entertaining other counties on one of the finest courses in Devon as well as seeing their past captains playing in some of the inter-County matches.

As our fixtures have to be arranged so far in advance, we probably will not be taking advantage of this change of heart until 2016 at the earliest.     

      On the subject of our inter-County matches, only 35 members have sent in their 2015 match selections to date, so that is an issue some of you need to address. Many thanks to all those Captains who supported these matches during 2014, I am sure they will endorse my feelings that these occasions are days that will remain in your memory for a very long time, enjoying the opportunity of playing some of best courses in the country as well as  meeting and making long lasting friendships with the Captains of our    neighbouring counties. 

     Finally, may I wish all our members and their families  the very best  for the Christmas period and the New Year. I sincerely hope I will be able to join in more events with you during 2015.

 Yours very truly,
 Roy Smith                    Hon. Secretary           

A MESSAGE FROM THE MATCH SECRETARY  
From a match & fixture prospective what a wonderful 2014 we have had.
 All our home venues lived up to our expectations and provide their course in excellent condition, with their catering, whether in house or franchised, of a high quality.
 To my knowledge the away venues and facilities provide by our opponents were very well received and provide an enjoyable if sometimes a long day.
 An excellent piece of news received in the last few weeks is that at long last East Devon Golf Club have agreed to reinstate courtesy of their course for future Captains matches. This is very pleasing as I like to respond to our County opponents with the offer to play at prestigious courses, East Devon Golf Club is one of the best in Devon.
One fixture that did not take place this year was our home match against Gloucestershire Captains at Tavistock. Unfortunately, the funeral of one of their Captains was on the day and out of respect they decided not to play the match or seek another day
Due entirely to the hard work of Captain Roger & Vice Captain David a total of 32 Devon Captains were mustered on the day and a competition was played so that there was no lose to Tavistock Golf Club.
 The co-operation and help I have received from our Devon Golf Clubs when requesting them to host a match, confirming arrangements & catering and on match day has again this year been fantastic. I would like to express my thanks to each and everyone of the Clubs. It has made my job relatively easy.
 Finally, I would like to say it was a great pleasure for me to play in a few matches in the last year, after an absence of almost two years. I very much hope my personnel condition will allow me to put my name forward for selection in the coming year.
 Season Greetings to you all and keep swinging.
 Henry  Paget
 

COLIN MAW SAUNTON 2015
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With the completion of the lounge and restaurant extension and general refurbishment over the last Winter period it is pleasing to be in a position to accept an additional number of entries to my team events from now on.

For your diaries I can confirm the established team of four competition will be played on Thursday 5th March 2015. Last March only one point was the margin between Saunton (1st), Fingle Glen (2nd) and Dainton Park (3RD). I have no doubt next March will provide the usual nailbiting finish and our unique clubhouse camaraderie.

The West of England Captains’ fixture is scheduled for Thursday 9th April with teams of twenty four from each of the six counties and co-ordinated through Roy as usual. Earlier this year Devon retained the trophy but an indication of how tight a betterball event can be is confirmed by the result this year where only thirty three points separated all six counties.

The exciting news is the introduction of the Saunton Salver: a two day event starting next October on Thursday and Friday 7th and 8th respectively. Teams of twelve will represent each of the twelve counties already having confirmed their participation. 

Thursday will be a casual pairs betterball stableford competition - ¾ handicap (three pairs on each course) with casual dress dinner as you come in and prizes for best pairs on each course.

Friday “The Salver” - players will move to the alternate course for a similar betterball stableford with all cards counting towards the county score. Dinner will be a more formal affair with county blazers etc. I am sure you will agree this promises to be a very special annual event and I am pleased I do not have the responsibility for selection of the twelve Devon athletes.

All the investment and works completed over the last three years on irrigation, water retention facilities, lounge and restaurant etc has placed Saunton in a prime position to respond to practically all manner of enquiries and conditions and I very much look forward to extending our usual warm welcome to the many Devon Golf Captains who will be visiting in 2015.
My very best wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year.
Colin Maw

England Golf Captains 2015
For those of us who are members of EGCs the dates and venues for next year have been finalised. They are published on the England Golf website for regional events and the Final. Our regional venue is Enmore Park Golf Club Somerset Thursday 7th May, fortunately this does not conflict with our own fixture list.
This year our own David Lord (Saunton 1994) successfully qualified at Highpost GC and was our only contender from Devon. David has kindly supplied an account of his experience.

“I am delighted to share my experience at Burhill. Unfortunately I did not take my A game with me, and things didn't turn out as I would have wished. Despite my own golf not being up to par, I was privileged to witness some excellent play.
 The first day our practice day, the greens were really tricky, the course had been drenched the night before due to Hurricane Gonzalo. Also the greenstaff had hollow tined all the greens a few days before, we all thought this a bit strange just before a National Final, and it was like putting on sponges. Despite this it was
 an
 enjoyable
 4
 Ball.
 My son Simon played with me, as my guest then caddied for me  in
 the
 competition.
The first day I played with the eventual winner Alan Richardson, and what a treat it turned out to be. He played the first nine in level par, 23 points, then only scored 19 on the back nine. All this on a course that was playing really long, and greens that were
 shall we say 'not
 easy'

Obviously Alan found everthing to his liking !
On day 2, I was also fortunate to play with a 1 handicap and a 3 handicap golfer, but sadly even they failed to inspire me.
Overall the 3 days were something I really enjoyed, and next year with the Final reverting back to an August date, I will be looking forward to hopefully qualifying at Enmore Park Golf Club in May next year.”

 Regards
 David Lord
For a fourth occasion English Golf Captains arranged a match against Liverpool Captains, this time at Southport and Ainsdale Golf Club. I was again fortunately selected for the EGC team and found myself paired with Paul Reiz the original CEO of English Golf Captains. Paul, as many 
of you may remember is a real character, a retired American USAF Major prior to setting up EGCs. For the first time in the short history of this match SLGCs prevailed, Paul and I narrowly lost our match but thoroughly enjoyed a most wonderful golf course.
For those who may be interested to play in future matches, to be arranged next year, look on the England Golf website for information. 
MJ.

James Rowland & The Rules of Golf
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Playing From the Wrong Teeing Ground (Rule 11-5)

We’ve all done it.   But what is the Rule when you play  from the yellow tee instead of the white, or vice-versa ?

In stroke play it’s easy.   The stroke from the wrong tee, and any subsequent strokes with that ball, don’t count in your score.    But you must correct your error and play again from the correct tee, adding two penalty strokes, i.e. three off the tee.      If you don’t do this before teeing off on the next hole you are disqualified.

In match play it is quite different.   There is no penalty !   But your Opponent has the option of recalling your stroke and making you play it again, without penalty, from the correct tee.       But he doesn’t have to.   If he is happy to let your shot from the wrong tee stand as played, then you must continue the hole with that ball.  It’s his choice.

If he is minded to recall your shot he must do “immediately”, before anyone else plays.   He can’t, for example, wait to see where his own tee-shot finishes before deciding whether or not to recall yours.

Postscript,  for advanced students only.     If, in match play, your shot from the wrong tee goes OOB and your opponent does not recall it (well, why would he ?) your only option is to drop (not place) a ball as near as possible to the spot from which the original ball was played, i.e. on the wrong teeing-ground, and play it from there !   And, by the way,  you can’t tee it up.    Because a wrong teeing-ground is technically classified as “through the green”.  [And if you knew that already,  I’m impressed !]

jmr

Sidmouth GC. 125th Anniversary & DGCs.
2014 is a special year for Sidmouth Golf Club for they celebrated their 125th Anniversary with a range of events to mark this milestone.

Amongst other plans they played Devon Golf Captains on Wednesday 26thth May, David Pepperell, Sidmouth 2014 Captain, led from the front winning his match against Roger Monson. The brothers Rockey were a special partnership in the Sidmouth lineup and successfully won their match against yours truly and Brian Harris. Sidmouth, deservedly and appropriately won the match 5.5 t0 2.5. 
2015 heralds the 125th Anniversary of my own golf club, Churston. A match versus DGCs has been arranged for Thursday 30th July. We very much look forward to welcoming you all in a friendly but competitive match. Our Captain, who by that time will be Peter McCloughlin, and the Board have organised a week of celebratory events.

MJ
Editor’s Footnote 
2014 has proved to be a successful year on all fronts, weather uppermost in many peoples thoughts especially good ! As you will have read, from the preceding reports, health and bereavements have sadly been at the forefront for many of our friends and members.

The website has now been tamed a little by myself and good friend Chris Morton, to whom I am always greatly indebted to for all his help and encouragement. The Forum is still the weakest facility, in terms of use and involvement, there are now nearly 100 participants registered. May I remind everyone this is your page to use AS YOU SEE FIT, either as a communication to other members or to publicise an event that you wish to promote. The Forum is entirely private, amongst our registered members, and can only be accessed by same.

Captain Roger has had a particularly good year and memorably had his first “hole in one” at Exeter GC, after our Executive meeting. June produced the tour to Oxford and Warwickshire and the photograph below shows Roger O’Monson “marketing” a glut of DGCs golf balls at knockdown prices, in a local hostelry!
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So a new year beckons and those of us, still doing battle with the noble game, should all give thanks that we still can so do, mindful of those of our members dealing with illness and indisposition.
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Our very best wishes to everyone for a Merry Christmas and a very happy   and healthy 2015.
Ed. Malcolm Jordain and Chris(mas) Morton
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