President’s Day Tiverton GC 14 May
The day will be remembered for a number of reasons, not least the weather. Roy and I looked out of the clubhouse at 7.30 am and the dismal view of steady rain and greens about to flood threatened a washout. With the steady flow of early starters arriving the same question was asked many times “Is it on?”, the answer of course was simple “We don’t know”. With the benefit of modern technology there were many forecasts provided, none of which seemed optimistic ! The Professional and greenstaff, together with ourselves, came up with a plan, trust the improving forecast and commit to a time. It was then decided that a two tee start would just about work considering the number of players. At noon, quite remarkably, play commenced with great thanks to the hard labour of the greenstaff.
During the course of delay the caterers performed a sterling effort providing breakfasts, bacon rolls, coffee and so on whilst still preparing dinner for 98. In spite of the earlier deluge the course played very well and was a credit to all concerned. The pace of play was also excellent, the starters at the first almost seamlessly following on the players from the tenth. This was also helped by a few people not turning up and one or two deciding not to play.
Tiverton GC coped admirably on the day and credit to all concerned. Dinner was excellent, thanks to Roy’s usual immaculate detail, and service efficiently managed. Rodney Beer, incoming President, said Grace but unfortunately was later to become unwell and hospitalised, to be discharged the following day and feeling very much better. It was also a great pleasure to have Tom Williams, outgoing President, with us. Tom was not well enough to be with us last year at Honiton on his own day, he has had a tough eighteen months but now looks back to his old self.
With Roger Monson handing the Captaincy over to David Beer (Staddon Heights 1999) and Michael Badcock (Stover 1977) elected Vice Captain, the AGM, presentations and speeches completed sighs of relief were at last permissible, it had been a very long day but ended successfully. QED
Malcolm Jordain

