
Dear friends, 

We all received a warm greeting this 2019 Christmas from our officers, Brian Rice and team to which
 I responded with the following 'lament'. Malcolm Jordain felt that this would be appropriate for our 
Forum which I have to say does seem to be a little underused. On the other hand I'm sure that nobody
would wish Forum to become an unrestrained Devon Captain's 'Facebook'.  Heaven forbid!        

        
 A lament

 It is with regret that I have to tell you that my golfing days with the 'Devon Captains' are almost      
certainly over due to a severe back problem that needs operation but in association with a heart 
problem that is contraindicating anaesthesia.

Not the end of the world; I gave up Rugby 58 years ago and  Cricket 50 years ago and survived and 
no doubt I will adjust! My last game of rugby against the 'Chiefs' was 1962 but of course they were 
not the Chiefs then. However, while not missing the golf I will miss the camaraderie of the Devon 
Captains, an organisation I have been proud to be a part; and why do I say that? Well, you are not 
just mere players but guys who get off their backsides  and give time and effort to their fellow 
colleagues. I am honoured to be a member. So I ask to be welcomed in the future as a non playing 
member and wish to attend as many of the non golfing functions that my health permits.

  
There is life beyond sport and I will take full advantage. As you can see below this is my busy time   
  of the year enjoying Christmas. But life never gets any easier, does it? Think of me when you are     

  next pondering to choose just one out of a selection of a mere fourteen golf clubs!



Thank you all for your kind seasonal wishes, Brian and team. A very good read indeed!  I wish you 
the same and look forward to meeting up in the future

Yours sincerely,  Michael Pagliero

  


