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CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2019  
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
It is either advancing years , or I have 
been particularly busy, 2019 seems to 
have come and gone in a flash. 
My role as your President cannot be 
blamed for any of this as the position is 
very undemanding, and I feel a bit of a 
fraud having done so little during the year 
to warrant such an honour. 
Our Captain, Brian Rice, has been most 
gracious in inviting me to play in a few 
matches most notably that of the two day 
event against Gloucestershire and 
Worcestershire, which coincided with my 

79th birthday. The result, remarkably next day, was a draw, in spite of the 
previous evening’s celebrations! 
I had two more outings, against St. Pierre and then Shropshire and 
Herefordshire which as always were fun, entertaining and played in great 
spirit. Then finally two days of punishment at Saunton in severe conditions 
for the 12 Counties event which took its toll on all concerned.  



 

 

 

Some new faces would be welcome for all matches, if only to help the aged 
in inclement weather. 
If I may say those who did not attend our Captain’s Day at Libbaton missed 
out. It is an ever improving, albeit fairly long golf course, and clearly was 
enjoyed by those whom did play. The manner in which the club, with a 
relatively small membership and limited resources dealt with dinner and 
service was commendable. Our Captain gave us a splendid day. 
I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to Henry Paget who has 
stepped down as Match Secretary having carried out this function for many 
years. It is his ilk, along with the evergreen Roy Smith that keep body and 
soul together for the benefit of all in DGCs and we should be very grateful. 
There are of course others who devote their time for our benefit, Malcolm 
Jordain and Chris Morton who ensure our website runs smoothly, Lew 
Easter always there early to help out with registration for events and latterly 
Mike Badcock who has stepped in to take over as Match Secretary. Not 
forgetting our Captain and Vice Captain who make sure we have full teams 
for the matches, which is a bit like treading in treacle. 
I should add that it is not just the efforts of the above named who go the 
extra mile, it is also your committee who have the interests of DGCs at 
heart. There may be few meetings but contact is maintained and ideas and 
suggestions for the betterment is an ongoing feature All members can do 
their bit here by making certain their own club Captains, new and past who 
have not joined are at least made aware of the benefits of taking part. 
Ultimately it is you the members whose participation makes DGCs such a 
worthwhile organization. 
My President’s Day is at Stover on 21st May 2020, just at the time when the 
course should hopefully be looking at its best and I look forward to 
welcoming as many as can make it then. 
We have sadly lost a few good friends this year as, regrettably, we do 
every year that passes so let us be thankful for what we have and enjoy the 
company of each other whilst we can. With the world wide turmoil in 2019, 
the “B” word, Mr T in USA and the other horrors, I believe we are fortunate 
to have the game of golf to give us respite for a few hours each week with 
friends old and new. 
I wish all of my fellow Captains, past and present, and their respective 
families a very Happy Christmas and above all a very healthy New Year 
and may all your putts be short ones. 
 
Brian Waggett 



 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CAPTAIN 
 

 

Well another year nearly over, where 
does the time go? It seems like only 
last month that I received the honour 
of becoming Captain of Devon Golf 
Captains at our President’s Day at 
Exeter G&CC. Apart from a few fairly 
minor hiccups the year has gone very 
well and we have enjoyed many 
matches in almost excellent weather. 

I won’t bore you with the results of all 
of the matches but am reasonably 

happy to advise that we are even having won 6, lost 6 and halved the 
other. Interestingly, early in the year it seemed that if I won my match we 
lost the match overall and vice-versa, so this is why I deliberately lost 
several of my matches as I knew the rest of the team would come good. It 
was disappointing that in my first match and on the tour to Shropshire the 
opposition couldn’t raise a full team. Warwickshire were five short in the 
first match and we had to supply replacement players for their team, all of 
these managed to win, so we ended up being thrashed. 
I, particularly, enjoyed our tour to Worcestershire as we played Evesham 
GC which is only two miles from where I used to live in the quaintly named 
village of Wyre Piddle. It was, also, good as we were able to help our 
President, Brian Waggett, celebrate his birthday on our first night away. 
Much red wine was partaken on that evening. Brian and I received two 
invitations during the year, the first being from Roger Monson, to play in his 
team in a Rotary Club competition at Stover GC. This was a great day 
made better by the fact that Roger, Brian and I won the competition beating 
another DGC team consisting of Neil Hayman, David Barker and John 
Mitchell, into second place. 
Then, at the end of September we were invited by Wiltshire Captains to 
play in their Autumn meeting at Salisbury and South Wilts GC, where we 
played with their outgoing President Jim Gould. I have to say that the 
hospitality we received from Jim, and all the Wiltshire guys, was absolutely 
brilliant. I was delighted that Brian gave me a lift that day.Our season 
finished with the Saunton Salver and to say it was disappointing would be a 



 

 

 

huge understatement. The weather was awful, we played terribly (most of 
us anyway} and we ended up finishing 11th out of 13, not a good couple of 
days. 
After a couple of months of worrying my Captain’s Day eventually had a 
decent turnout of 74, the weather behaved after a poor start and there were 
some excellent scores. Libbaton did me proud and worked very hard to 
ensure the course was good, the dinner was excellent. The only 
disappointment was that some of the major prize winners were not there for 
the prize giving. 
The list of people I have to thank is huge, so to avoid missing anyone out I 
would just offer a massive THANK YOU to everyone. Having said that, 
special thanks must go to my Vice-Captain Graham Heaman, because he 
has done a superb job for me. 
Finally, I would like to wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 2020. 
 
Brian Rice 
 

A Message from the Vice-Captain 
It was an honour both for Exminster Golf Centre 
and for myself to be selected as your Vice-
Captain back in May. As most of you know we’ve 
been in operation for only fifteen years, so to be 
selected after such a short time, what with so 
many wonderful and senior clubs in the County, 
it’s a special honour. 
I’ve had a busy but enjoyable year so far, and I 
would like to thank all of you who have replied in 

a timely manner to the invitations that Captain Brian and myself have sent 
out. So far we’ve had 40 plus different Devon Captains playing over the 
season and its been a pleasure meeting and playing with so many of you. 
We hope to continue this into next year, so please make sure to put your 
names down for as many matches as possible when next year’s fixture list 
is produced. 
It just remains to wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and 
prosperous New Year, and an enjoyable new golfing year. 
 
Graham Heaman 

 



 

 

 

A Message from the Secretary 
  

To anyone who has the slightest interest 
in any kind of sport, 2019 has been a 
remarkable year.  To us golfers, apart 
from the really pleasurable year that our 
2019 Captain,  Brian Rice has provided 
for us,  we had the thrills of the Ryder  
Cup in Paris, almost down to the last 
putt,  but then the Ladies provided an 
even greater climax in the Solheim Cup, 
having to win the  final three matches 

and then holing the final nasty five footer ( previously known as a Dennis 
Wise’) on the 18th green, to clinch the Cup. 
But cricketers will claim they even outdid us, winning the 50 0vers World 
Cup against New Zealand , after tied final, which was resolved with a one-
over shoot out, which even then had a controversial ending.  Although we 
only tied the Ashes series, meaning Australia kept the trophy, who will even 
forget that dramatic last wicket stand between Ben Stokes and Jack Leach, 
at Headingley. Coming together, with 73 runs needed, and the Australian 
spinner, Lyons, turning the ball at right angles, the pair slowly reduced the 
target to 1 run for victory, then Stokes smashed the ball to the boundary, 
having just survived an lbw scare and an easy run-out.     
  
 And then, to outdo everything, came the Rugby players. Having played 
superb stuff to defeat Australia and then, even better, New Zealand, to 
reach the final, we ‘failed to turn up’ (words from the newspapers) against 
South Africa and were outplayed. The ‘Daily Mail’ took ten pages to 
describe the defeat, what would have happened if they had won??? 
 Back to the hum drum DGC’s golf, I understand we all have enjoyed 
another good year on the course, under the guidance of Brian Rice, with 
the emphasis on ‘enjoyment’ rather than our standard of golf.  I must say 
the thing I miss most of all  are the two day tours and the camaraderie that 
comes with them. You guys who never put your name down for them, you 
don’t realise what you are missing.  I have only managed to get out on the 
course twice this year, each time only 9-holes and although I am still ‘young 
at heart’, my legs keep reminding me that I am now 90 years old. At this 
stage, may I thank everyone who sent me birthday wishes, very much 



 

 

 

appreciated. Having missed most of John Burrow’s President’s Day at 
Exeter, through my unfortunate tumble, I particularly enjoyed Captain’s Day 
at Libbaton, especially being involved with the pre-match build up and all 
the enthusiasm and effort that the Club and Brian put into making sure the 
day went well. Many thanks also to those who arranged my transport,  to 
and from Libbaton, namely,Lew and Malcolm and then, for the journey 
home, Andy and Richard. 
    
 Looking back over the 65 years that I have been involved in golf, what a 
  blessing it was that I was given the opportunity of  becoming a member of 
  the Devon Golf Captains. I actually joined when I was Captain of my home   
  Club, Stover, in 1973 but it was not until the President’s Day at Royal 
North Devon in 2002, that I took over from dear old Alf Hunt, who served us   
splendidly for some 19 years without the use of a computer,  just an old  
battered typewriter and ‘snail mail’.  I am at a loss to know how he did it. At  
the same meeting, at the AGM, Henry Paget was elected as Match 
Secretary and he has been covering that task all these years, doing a 
grand job behind the scenes, making sure everything is in hand, when we 
turn up for our matches. That is until a few weeks ago, when he finally 
admitted that the job had become too much for him, although having 
recovered from a serious illness that occurred a few years ago.  Henry, you 
have been a treasure to us all, very much appreciated and I am sure that 
something is in the pipe-line to show our appreciation, for everything you 
have done for us. 
 My own personal problems do not improve, my dear wife, Beryl, is still in 
care at a nursing home in Newton Abbot, being well looked after, but still 
unhappy, especially when I have to leave, after visiting.  There has been   
considerable cover in the press just lately, regarding dementia sufferers, 
but no news of any step nearer to a solution. When it arrives at your door, it 
is final. I have had one blessing, my daughter, Jacki, and family have 
moved from Oundle in Northamptonshire, back to near Cirencester in 
Gloucestershire. All to do with our grandson’s education, but it means that 
she can make weekly trips to see her mother, as the journey is only 120 
miles each way against the previous trip of 250 miles.  
Once again, I must thank all those members who have helped me 
throughout another year of administration.  There is so much fine work that 
goes on behind the scenes of our ‘Administration’, it would be very easy to 
take it all for granted, so a very BIG thank you to;-  Brian Rice, our very 
enthusiastic current Captain,  to the  web-site team, Malcolm Jordain and 



 

 

 

Chris Morton, Henry  Paget, covering the fixtures, ably assisted by Mike 
Badcock, who is now taking over from Henry, Malcolm’s ever present 
partner on the admin desk, Lew Easter, our Vice Captain, Graham Heaman 
and many more, who have given a helping hand, when the occasion has 
arisen. 
To everyone involved with Devon Golf Captains, may I wish you all a very, 
very Merry Christmas, including all your loved ones, plus a Happy and 
Healthy New Year, with many pleasurable hours on the golf course. 
 
Yours truly, Roy 
 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MATCH SECRETARY 
 

 
Henry Paget                                                    Mike Badcock 

 
 

As some of you are aware already Henry Paget decided recently to retire as 
Fixtures Secretary for Devon Captains . He has served in that office for many 
years during which he organized and devoted his time to making sure that we 
all enjoyed the numerous golfing events, both home and away, year after year. 
We owe him a considerable debt of gratitude for working tirelessly on our 
behalf, as without him and our Secretary Roy Smith the organization would not 
have functioned so successfully as it has. 



 

 

 

I was approached and asked if I would take over the role which I was willing to 
do having had so many years of enjoyment both on and off the golf courses 
and most importantly the good company of all members. The fixture list for 
2020 is online now and the Availability List, for members to send to Roy, in the 
New Year. Seasons Greetings to you all. 
 
Mike Badcock 
 

England Captains 
 
To those of us who are members of England Captains our congratulations to 
those Captains who qualified for the 2019 Finals at Woodhall Spa namely, 
Andrew Turley and Peter Dunstan who also qualified for the Seniors Final, 
together with Bob Collier. The qualifiers for 2020 are now published on the 
England Golf website, the regional venue is St Mellion 30th April. 
 
MJ 

 
 
 
Editor’s Footnote 

 
Gentlemen, 2019 has had many differing facets affecting golf and our special 
‘club’. Our Captain Brian and Vice-Captain Graham have negotiated and 
navigated us well throughout the year! Fielding teams has been challenging, 
as usual these days, but both have been extremely resourceful to the point 
whereupon they have even provided players for our opponents! May I pay 
tribute to our Match Secretary, Henry Paget, recently retired. Henry, as 
previously reported, has been a stalwart of Devon Captains for many years, 
providing sterling service and until recently playing in a good many matches. 
The time comes to all when we need to step back and ‘call through’ the next 
man, in this case Mike Badcock. I have very pleasant memories of being and 
playing with Henry, He, Brian Waggett and I were Captains of our respective 
clubs in 1994. Mike ‘Badders’ Badcock is already well organised for 2020 and 
beyond, good luck Badders and thank you for taking on this important role. 
 



 

 

 

Golf is taking an enormous leap into the future with rules and handicap 
changes and the WHS coming into effect later in 2020. The last quantum leap 
in golf rules and conditions was in 1984, so maybe the current changes are 
well overdue, we will see! 
 
We have been very fortunate to receive some sponsorship from Graham Ruth 
and his company Golf Tee-Time Service. Graham continues to be an ardent 
supporter of golf in Devon and further afield. His Brittany Ferry Golf Desk, also 
a supporter of DGCs, is known and respected throughout the country. If at all 
possible give Graham a chance to quote you for your next golf triip. 
 
An annual ‘chestnut’, please consider playing in some matches and enjoying 
the friendship and company of like minded fellows, the Forum is still not used 
to ‘speak’ to fellow golfers, either to promote events or opine on subjects 
relative to DGCs. It is also this time of year when a call or a visit to a Captain 
no longer active would, perhaps, be very welcome. Remembering also the 
passing of Captains this year, John Davy past President of DGCs and Cliff 
Spencer Elfordleigh GC. who will be sadly missed by all who knew them, to 
name just two. 
 
The current Match Fixture List is now available on the website, in the New 
Year the application/availability form will be sent to everyone individually for 
selection requests to be made and sent to Roy. The Saunton Team Event is 
now on the website for anyone, who is a member of DGCs, to form a team 
from their club Captains who are members also. 
 
 
 
I must pay tribute to our legendary Secretary Roy Smith, Roy, now in his 91st 
year, maintains his enthusiasm, wit and knowledge of our wonderful sport, 
despite having to deal with his beloved wife Beryl suffering several serious 
health issues, thank you Roy, from all of us, and long may you continue. 
I am also extremely grateful to my old friend Chris Morton who volunteers 
willingly to help out with the website whenever necessary. So members may I 
wish you and your families the compliments of the season and a happy and 
healthy 2020, good golfing. 
 
MJ 
 



 

 

 

 
 
Our very best wishes to everyone for a Merry Christmas and a very happy and 
healthy 2020. 
 
Ed. Malcolm Jordain and Chris Morton 
 

              


