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CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2018  
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Captain, 
when I read my 
predecessor’s 
message to you last 
year I was filled with 
envy as he played in 
so many of our 
matches.  I regret I 
have not played in 
any although I am 
still playing golf.  My 
eyesight is such that 
I have to request my 
partner to follow my 
ball for me.  I feel 
this is too much to 
ask especially as my 
golf is not great 
either and I would be 

a liability in any side.  I did manage to persuade my wife to take me out to 



 

 

 

Teignmouth G.C. when we played the Worcestershire Captains, I enjoyed 
the meal very much and I was pleased to see that the bonhomie and 
fellowship of our “club” is as strong as ever. 
I note that Ted advocates keeping in trim during the off-season.  Some 
years ago I read that golfers as a whole, live longer than any other group of 
people and this was attributable to the walking which one does when 
playing golf.  I wonder whether the statistics would be the same now that 
much more use is made of buggies. 
I must admit that I have owned a buggy in Spain for about 15 years mainly 
because one of our sons suffered from a muscle weakening condition.  He 
refused to use it.  So. my wife and I used it.  The club to which we belong at 
Sotogrande has now forbidden the use of private buggies but because of 
my age they allow me a free club buggy instead. 
Talking of Spain, until this year we have always travelled to Spain by car. 
We have often taken circuitous routes in order to see the country.  People 
who fly to the coast of Spain, lie in the sun and then return home do not 
know what they are missing.  Apart from the dozens of very good golf 
courses, the country and the people are the greatest, the scenery in 
general is stupendous and the culture and antiquities available to view are 
amazing.   
One can follow the path of the pilgrims to Santiago de Compostela and see 
the tomb of Saint James, the patron saint of Spain.  The route from the 
North, takes you along the foothills of the Picos de Europa mountains.   
The Doñana National Park has a biodiversity that is unique in Europe. The 
park features a great variety of ecosystems and shelters wildlife including 
thousands of European and African migratory birds, fallow deer, Spanish 
red deer, wild boars, European badgers, Egyptian mongooses and 
endangered species such as the Spanish imperial eagle and the Iberian 
lynx. 
The Alhambra an old Moorish Castle near Granada is worth a visit.  The 
Sierra Nevada mountains are above it, have a modern skiing resort. The 
town of Salamanca claims to have one of the oldest universities in the 
world.  It is set on the river Tormes and there is a fascinating Roman Bridge 
which takes you into town where there are many churches including the old 
Cathedral and the adjacent new one.  The town provides a tractor towed 
train by which you can see the sights. 
The Mezquita of Cordoba, which is the name given to the Roman Catholic 
Cathedral, was originally one of the great mosques of Islam.  It covers an 
area of 460 x 280 feet and has 37 chapels around the perimeter with the 
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main altar and nave in the centre.  It was taken over by the Catholic Church 
after the re-occupation of Spain. 
I could go on for pages telling you about Spain and its people; however 
anybody going to Spain should visit Madrid.  To me a most fascinating sight 
is the Roman aqueduct at Segovia under which one passes when entering 
the town.  At its highest point the aqueduct is 93.5 feet high and one goes 
through the supporting arches which are constructed of dry stone without 
any mortar!  The Roman road over the Gredos mountains is not a road at 
all but a series of stone steps which the horses used to pull their chariots 
straight over the mountain without deviation. 
I hope my contribution above is of some interest.  In any event the whole 
purpose of this message is to wish you all a very happy and blessed 
Christmas followed by a great year on the golf course. 
 
John Burrow 
 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE CAPTAIN 
 

It seems like only yesterday that I had 
the privilege of being elected as your 
Captain and I appreciate the support 
you have all given me this year, this 
has been reflected in the number of 
Captains who have volunteered to 
play in our matches. I am delighted to 
tell you that I have had more than 30 
to pick from for every match, which 
shows the strength of your 
commitment to Devon Captains.  My 
year started with a trip to Oxfordshire 
and Warwickshire and I think I created 
a record I’m sure that no other 
Captain has or wants as we lost 8-0 in the first match to Oxford, but 
Warwick was a much better result only losing 3 ½ to 4 1/2. But I had a 
cunning plan, I injured myself and was unable to play in the next 2 matches 
and my Vice-Captain Brian Rice led the team to much better results 
winning both matches 6/2. Results this year are 8 lost 4 won and 1 draw, I 



 

 

 

will try harder in my last few matches next year. So please continue to 
putting your names down for selection next year. Brian and I were invited to 
the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of the Oxfordshire Past Captains at 
Studley Wood GC, a superb golf course everything was so well organised, 
all the visiting golfers were treated to an absolutely great day excellent food 
and a welcome from everyone involved. Captains Day at Exeter was 
attended by 105 golfers and I hope that they enjoyed the course, and the 
dinner, they certainly seemed to particularly enjoy the wine, I would like to 
thank each and every one of those who attended for making the day such a 
great experience. No Captain can achieve what they would like to without 
the help and support of their Vice-Captain and in Brian Rice I have had the 
best and most helpful I could have wished for, he is a tremendous support 
and constantly makes sure that I don’t drop too many clangers.  In addition 
we have 3 of the best officials who work not only to ensure that you all have 
an association to be proud of but in the organisation of matches, reports 
and ensuring we have the finances to continue in the future and so to 
Henry, Roy and Malcolm thank you from all of us for the pleasure we get 
from Devon Golf Captains. So in conclusion can I wish you and your 
families a Very Happy Christmas and a great Golfing Year in 2019 to you 
all. 
 
Ben Lynch   

 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE CAPTAIN 

 

 

 
What a wonderful 
year, I retired at the 
end of March and 
became your Vice-
Captain in the middle 
of May and started 
working with our 
Captain, Ben, to get 
everything sorted out 



 

 

 

for all our various matches. It has been a mixture of great satisfaction and 
some frustration, very much like my golf to be honest.  
Most Captains have been superb with their help and support, responded 
quickly and positively to all my communications and I can’t thank them 
enough for this. However, there have been a small minority who haven’t 
responded in a timely manner to emails and invitations. For example, with 
the exception of two matches, the invitations for each match had to be sent 
out seven times before we had a confirmed team. This creates a lot of 
unnecessary work both for the Captain and Vice-Captain. So, I would ask 
that if you have said you’re available for a particular match and this 
availability changes please let us know so we don’t send you an invitation 
and then have to find a replacement. Obviously, we understand that 
circumstances sometimes change at short notice and this cannot be 
helped. When this has happened I have been helped by a band of Captains 
who have been available at short notice and I would take this opportunity to 
thank them for this.  
I especially enjoyed Ben’s Captain’s Day up at Exeter, and not just 
because I won some good prizes, but am really concerned that he has set 
the bar very high for my day next year. I’m sure mine will be different but I 
hope it will be as well attended, the weather will be as good and that 
everyone will have a wonderful time up at Libbaton.  
Ben has worked tirelessly on our behalf, especially after the tough start he 
had with his injury, and I can only promise to put in as much effort as I can 
to make next year successful and enjoyable for all. Ben tried his best to 
bring some new faces into the matches with some success but would have 
been more successful if some of the guys selected had actually been 
available as they had indicated.  
I would urge you all to put your names forward for the matches as we play 
some superb courses, meet some wonderful people, have great banter 
and, most importantly, have a lot of fun.  
Finally, I would like to wish all of you, and your families, a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy and prosperous New Year. 
 
Brian Rice 
Vice Captain 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 

 
 
For me, a very rocky year 
throughout 2018, is fast 
approaching it’s finish. Having a 
strong interest in horses, I liken 
the year to the Grand National, I 
managed to blunder through 
most of the obstacles (the 
fences) but still kept my seat 
and finished the race, albeit, 
someway behind the winner. 
 
 
Sadly, my dear wife, Beryl, had 
to go into care last May and it 
appears that she will be there permanently now. Although she is being well 
looked after and looks fit and well, visits are very stressful for her and me 
and her long standing dementia problems have worsened, since an earlier 
spell of five weeks in hospital. 

 
In a way, the various problems we have experienced with the DGC’s during 

the year, have kept my mind active and away from my personal grief, apart 
from nights.  A kind of therapy, you might say. 

 
Although the summer weather was fairly good, we had to postpone two 

matches, the Devon Juniors and the home fixture with Worcestershire 
through rain, but, luckily, were able to re-arrange both matches for later in 
the year and eventually completed all matches listed, with much expertise 
from Captain, Ben and his Vice-Captain, Brian. Getting 16-players onto the 
first tee to all the matches is no easy task but they achieved 100% 
success, in spite of the inevitable last minute drop outs.  In fact,on a couple 
of occasions, they even managed to provide a last minute reserve when 
the opposition turned up short.  Well done, Ben and Brian. 

 
Although, once again, I was unable to play in any of the games, but I did 

manage to go along to the pre-match lunch for the Shropshire  match at 
Honiton and the Dorset match at Stover,  which reminded me of what I was 



 

 

 

missing. These inter-County matches are wonderful occasions and it is 
amazing that so few of our members put their names forward for selection.  
There is a group of around 100 who play regularly each year and enjoy the  
camaraderie that exists between the County Captains.  The fixture list will 
shortly be published on our web-site, so make a point of giving the matter 
your full consideration. 

 
Speaking of web-sites, once again Malcolm and Chris have worked wonders 

with this ‘latest’ facility, as indeed, have most Counties now.  Just think 
back a few years, when my predecessor, dear old Alf Hunt, for some 18 
years, had to do everything with his type-writer and the use of ‘snail mail’.  
It is absolutely amazing how he did it, I am sure I could not have coped. 
Anyway, Malcolm and Chris, have made full use of modern technology and 
we must all congratulate them for their efforts.  Malcolm, especially, has 
been a great back-up for me, throughout a stressful year and I am truly 
grateful for his continued support. 

 
Our President’s Day/AGM at Tavistock Golf Club in May saw the end of  Ted  

Rockey’s  term of office as our President and he must be congratulated for a 
fine job.  It was a pleasure to serve him, a fountain of knowledge, and always 
there to give an immediate solution to any problem that appeared.  Many, 
many thanks from all of us.  John Burrow (Exeter 1989) takes over Ted’s role 
and we all wish him an enjoyable spell in office. 
 
With Captain, Ben Lynch, also being an Exeter member, we were  there in 

September for his Captain’s Day and an entry of over 100 past Captain’s 
enjoyed all the tremendous amount of work that Ben put in to ensure his 
day would be a memorable one, making  full use of all the wonderful 
facilities the Country Club has to offer.  As things have turned out, we are 
to be back there several times during the coming months and we are truly 
appreciative to their Directors for always supporting our needs. 

 
Golfers must have been extremely grateful for the ‘Indian Summer’ that we 

have all enjoyed this year, it certainly has shortened the winter period 
somewhat, bringing Christmas upon us in a flash. From the background, I 
again have a long list of helpers I need to thank for providing another full 
successful golfing year and firstly, Henry Paget, who is still recovering from 
a spell of ill-health, but still soldiers on. We all appreciate his efforts in 
continuing to organise our playing season. Following Henry, there has 



 

 

 

been valuable assistance from, Captain, Ben and his Vice Captain, Brian, 
web-site wizards, Malcolm and Chris, ex-President’ Ted and, from my own 
Club, Mike Badcock, always there as a reserve back-up.There are many 
more, too many to list, so my apologies to them. 

 
So, to everyone within the DGC’s, may I wish you all a very merry 

Christmas, a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year, and throughout 
2019, very many happy hours on the golf course.  Who knows, you might 
even bump into me out there. 

I promise I will call you through. 
 

Yours very truly, 
Roy Smith.   Hon. Sec. 
 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
MATCH SECRETARY 

 

 
 

The start to the 2018 season started 
with rain, rain and more rain, quite a 
difference from the weather we have 
all enjoyed since. This meant we 
had to cancel the first matches, one 
against the Devon Juniors and one 
against Worcester Captains. Later in 
the year we were able to rearrange 
both matches in the summer school 

holidays. These cancelations were the first that I have been involved in my 
time as Match Secretary.   
The remainder of the fixtures all went very well and all to our Three Year 
Plan, If there were any minor changes none reached my ears. I’m sure that 
any minor problems will be reported by the Captains. 
So the 2019 season is now almost upon us and the work put in to date has 
been below our standards. Much  I have to say was my mistake, with just 
as many from the other teams which I didn’t pick up. I would like to say a 



 

 

 

thank you to Roy Smith who stepped in to give me a hand sorting the 
problems out. 
The 2019 programme is now complete and it is my duty to start the 
arrangements for the home venues for the 2020 dates as soon as possible 
on the Three Year Fixture List. 
May I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
Henry Paget 
 
Editor’s Footnote  
 
2018 has been a ‘curates egg’ in many ways, weather particularly a factor, as 
commented by previous contributors, playing havoc with many fixture lists. 
Then to be followed by a marvelous late Spring and Summer, so dry as to 
eventually become problematic for all green keepers. Therefore it is essential 
that all golf clubs who continue to welcome us are aware of our thanks and 
gratitude. Members who play in matches will be aware that we continue to 
present a cheque for £100 to each golf club to benefit their junior section as a 
token of our thanks to the clubs and their members. At this time of year and 
reflecting on some sad occasions, particularly the sad passing of a legend 
within our midst Ron Blake, Ron was an instigator of the ‘Green Jacket’ many 
of us wear. A number of our members have passed away since the previous 
newsletter so our thoughts at this time are with their family and friends. A 
friendly contact by telephone or email would perhaps be a timely thought for 
any of our members currently enduring health issues or difficult times, perhaps 
some of you may give some thought to a phone call or even a visit to a 
member of DGCs currently in this situation. 
 
For the first time, since its inception by Colin Maw, the Jamboree or club team 
event had to be cancelled due to snow. Traditionally the opening of the DGCs 
season had to be postponed until the Six Counties event at the same venue, 
unfortunately we Devon boys were unable, by a small margin, to recapture the 
trophy. 2019 will see the commencement of some very fundamental changes 
in golf and particularly in rules. Whilst playing in France this year I 
experienced, for the first time in an official competition, the Slope system. This 
I believe is likely to be introduced in 2020 in England and will resonate for 
some time in current handicaps held I am sure. 
 



 

 

 

The Forum is still the weakest facility, in terms of use and involvement, there 
are now over 120 participants registered. May I remind everyone this is your 
page to use AS YOU SEE FIT, either as a communication to other members or 
to publicise an event that you wish to promote. The Forum is entirely private, 
amongst our registered members, and can only be accessed by same. 
I was very fortunate this year to achieve success in Ben Lynch’s Captain’s 
Day, this provided me with an opportunity to publicly thank our remarkable 
secretary Roy Smith. I, along with a few others, am aware of how difficult the 
year has been for him and for Beryl. As I have previously declared every 
organisation like ours needs a ‘Roy’ and we are so fortunate to have the 
original. 
Following soon I will be able to report on the new support and sponsorship for 
the website and for members of Devon Golf Captains, this will I believe further 
develop the benefits of the website and to members directly. Looking to the 
future I believe the association will use and benefit from the use of online 
interaction, eg. entry and  payments for competitions and matches for those 
who prefer this option. 
Finally our thanks to Ben and Brian for their efforts this year and come May, on 
President’s Day, we will all welcome Brian to steer the ship. I am sure Brian 
will bring his ebullience and enthusiasm to an excellent year, good luck! Once 
again many thanks to my good friend Chris for his help and continuing interest 
in the website, when I run into a snag! 

 
 
Our very best wishes to everyone for a Merry Christmas and a very happy and 
healthy 2019. Ed Malcolm & Chris 



 

 

 

 
            


