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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 

Where did the year go? It seems that, as we get older, the months 
and years pass even more quickly. Remember however that whilst 



 

 

 

there is not much attraction to stiffer muscles, shorter breath and the 
inevitable deterioration in the smooth swing of yesteryear, getting 
older is a good thing, it certainly beats the alternative! How many of 
us, when in our middle years, would have expected still to be acting 
as if we were the same age (or even younger!) when in our 70s, even 
very near to 80? Clearly clean living and moderation in all things (to 
say nothing of technical advances in golf equipment) keep us at it and 
the thought of sustaining long friendships in our annual meetings and 
matches keeps us focused and eager to be picked. Our aim is now to 
play as much as we can over the winter while avoiding wind, rain and 
freezing temperatures (none of us want to play in these conditions 
any more) so that we are honed and ready for the first fixtures of 
2018 and see Captain Bob off in style. 
 
The organisation of our association remains in good hands through 
the untiring input of our secretary Roy Smith ably assisted by his 
henchmen, match secretary Henry, Captain Bob, vice Captain Ben 
and all the vice Presidents who meet whenever necessary to ensure 
that we maintain the high standards expected of one of the oldest 
Captain’s societies in the Country. My thanks to you all gentlemen for 
giving your time, experience, support and your friendship. I was 
fortunate enough to be picked for a number of matches during the 
year, including one tour (to Shropshire). I hope this was not entirely 
through my office and that I will still be remembered when I am no 
longer President. The inter County matches provide a very agreeable 
days golf, good company among like-minded golfers, friendly but 
competitive golf, completing the day with a very good meal and often 
resulting in lasting long range friendships. I recommend entering for 
these matches to all members, especially those newer ones, you 
won’t regret it. 
 
It just remains for me to get to the real purpose of this message which 
is to wish you all a very Happy Christmas, a prosperous New Year 
and the golf swing that you would wish to possess for yourself. I look 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible in the new season 
especially at Tavistock in May to welcome my successor.  
 
 
Ted Rockey 



 

 

 

 
 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE CAPTAIN 

 

 
 
 

It’s hard to realise that it was 7 months ago on President’s day at 
Torquay, when I had the privilege and honour to be made Captain 
of Devon Golf Captains. What a most enjoyable journey it has 
been, playing matches against other like-minded County Golf 
Captains teams. Although they have been very competitive, there 
was always a lot of fun and many friendships have been made.  
 
For my first match I had the honour to take a team to play against 
Ilfracombe Captains to start Ilfracombe Golf Club 125years 
celebrations. The Captain won his first match but as time went on 
the team fared much better than the captain, winning more 
matches than we lost.  
 
We had a splendid time beating the old enemy Cornwall at 
Elfordleigh Golf Club which I’m sure their captain, Brian Rimes will 
have many stories to tell in the future about this loss. Although 
winning is not paramount in these games we have won seven and 
lost five with one halved, so a reasonable result so far in my year.  
 



 

 

 

I would like to thank my Vice-Captain Ben for his support and 
ensuring we had a full team for all matches. I also had the honour 
to represent Devon Golf Captains with Malcolm Jordain, at Kings 
Norton Golf Club for the Worcester Golf Captains 40year 
celebration day, a very well organised and enjoyable day was had.  
Captain’s day at Sidmouth on 14th September was a very special 
and memorable day for my wife, Jenny and me as we met and 
enjoyed the company of the 60 captains, who took on the hills and 
slopes of the Sidmouth course.  A splendid day was had by all.  
 
I would like to thank Roy Smith our secretary for all his help in 
arranging the day (he was there at 7:30am) and all the hard work 
he puts in during the year for us all. My thanks also go to Malcolm 
Jordain and Lew Easter for organising front of house, and sorting 
out cards and handicaps. A big thank you to Sidmouth Golf Club 
for allowing me this day, thanks also to Sidmouth’s Vice-Captain 
Colin Macklin for the photography, past-Captain Richard Bowden 
for being starter, the lady’s Captain Maria Clapp and team for ball 
spotting around the course and the bar and catering staff  for 
looking after us so well.  
 
I look forward to meeting many of you in my remaining matches 
next year.  
 
Finally I would like to wish you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 
Bob Webber 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE CAPTAIN 
 

 
 

It is now 7 months since you elected me to be your Vice-Captain and 
Bob began to train me in the intricacies and responsibilities of the 
Vice-Captaincy and can I say what a pleasure it has been to work 
with him on behalf of all the Devon Captains. He has given me a 
greater understanding of the ties and history that bind us all as 
Captains together. 
 
Bob provided a great Captain’s Day at Sidmouth Golf Club and I hope 
you will all agree that the course, meal, and presentations went 
extremely well and I only hope that Exeter G&CC and I will be able to 
do as so next year. Bob has worked tirelessly on our behalf and with 
his happy and outgoing manner represented us in the way we would 
all like to achieve. He is a great example to me and I will do my best 
to emulate his success. 
 
Can I once again repeat Bob’s appeal from last year and urge ALL 
Captains to put their names forward for selection for future matches. 



 

 

 

We will attempt to have as many play as we possibly can and 
although there have been times when I have been worried that we 
would turn up without a full team, it is still a pleasure to be with you 
on these great days. 
 
It is a great honour to be selected by your peers to be their Captain 
and I promise to try to be a good representative of your values and 
our history as the first, County Golf Captains Club in England.  
 
 
To conclude can I wish you and your families a Merry and Peaceful 
Christmas, a Happy and Successful New Year, and finally enjoyable 
golf next year. 
 
Ben Lynch 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 
 

 
 

2017 has almost slipped by, sadly without much contribution from 
yours truly.  I have spent most of the time ‘behind the scenes’ so to 
speak, with lots and lots of help, especially from Malcolm Jordain 
backed up by the two 2017 Captains, Mike Badcock and Bob 
Webber. 
 
My full time job as carer for my wife, Beryl, has taken up a lot of 
my hours and, apart from the dementia condition, she has also had 
major surgery on her troublesome left elbow and now has an 
artificial elbow joint that has finally settled down somewhat and, 
apart from a permanent stiffness, she is now comfortable with her 
left arm. She has been very brave throughout and we all just 
soldier on with whatever life throws at us. Once again, I would like 
to thank all members who have sent their best wishes to Beryl, 
regarding her health. 
     
With lots of valuable help from our daughter, Jackie, (resident in 
Northamptonshire) and friends, I did manage to attend our 
President’s Day at Torquay Golf Club and Bob Webber’s Captain’s 
Day at Sidmouth. Both events went off smoothly, producing worthy 
winners although it was sad to see such a poor attendance for Bob 



 

 

 

Webber’s day at Sidmouth. He had worked very hard to ensure the 
day was a success and deserved better response than the 60 
members that attended and enjoyed his efforts. Sidmouth 
is not every one’s favourite course but I have always thought it 
presented a special challenge, one that is good enough to have 
produced an English Amateur Champion, Roger Winchester, in 
1985 
 
There is the usual long list of members I need to thank for their 
valuable assistance to help me struggle through 2017, to name but 
a few they are:- Malcolm Jordain, Chris Morton, Henry Paget, Ted 
Rockey, Brian Waggett, Mike Badcock, Bob Webber and Alan 
Richardson. There are many more who have made a special effort 
to ensure the DGC’s ran smoothly, and I thank you all for your 
valuable contributions.  
 
And so, finally, may I wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, with many pleasant 
hours to spend on the golf course. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Roy  Smith. 
Secretary.  
 

 
England Golf Captains 

 
For those of us who are members of England Golf Captains next 
year’s fixture list is now published on the EG website. Once again 
we are fortunate to have a qualifier in Devon, Torquay GC Friday 
13th July. This year Steve Ryder, (Bigbury GC) qualified for the 
final at Woodhall Spa but sadly didn’t have his best round on the 
tough Hotchkin course. Next year’s final will be played at Frilford 
Heath. 
 
David Jack (Tiverton)  and I were both fortunate to be selected for 
England Captains versus Liverpool Golf Captains. The match this 
year was played at the wonderful Frilford Heath, old acquaintance 



 

 

 

and friendly rivalry were happily renewed for a number of us. The 
matches now stand at EGC 4, SLGC 1 with two halves. 
 
MJ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
                                                             
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MATCH SECRETARY 
 

We have enjoyed trips to Sussex / 
Hampshire, played at Ham Manor and 
Rowland Castle, Shropshire, played at 
Patshull Park and Bridgnorth and, for the 
first time a newly created tour to 
Gloucestershire / Worcestershire played at 
Chipping Sodbury and  Churchill & 
Blakedown. I am sure that all who played in 
these fixtures enjoyed the camaraderie and 

fun that is all part of touring 
 
The fixtures for the coming year are all in place, the fixtures for our 
home games in 2019 is my next task which I hope to confirm by 
Christmas. 
 
It was good to play at East Devon Golf Club this last year and for this 
we must thank the efforts of Captain Clive Bennett. I would also like 
to thank all the Devon Golf clubs that readily welcome and host our 
home matches every two or three years.  
 
It has been a bit of a difficult year for me but I’m pleased to say all is 
good from my end and will continue with this job. 
   
May I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  
 
Henry Paget 
 



 

 

 

Editor’s Footnote 
 
In conclusion to a successful 2017 season I am pleased to report that 
since engaging our website consultant, Mark Champion, Coast 
Computers, we have had few problems with the website any difficulties 
soon resolved by Mark. My old chestnut seems to be the lack of use by 
members of our Forum, to inform other members of opinion, events and 
so on in their clubs or elsewhere. Please remember this is a “closed” 
Forum and cannot be abused or read by non-members. 
 
Since the last Newsletter Mike Badcock saw out the remainder of his 
year and Bob Webber commenced his Captaincy. Both Captains have 
had enjoyable and memorable experiences. Unfortunately both have had 
to call upon support from fewer members than previous years. If you 
have not yet put your name forward to play in some matches next 
season why not do so and enjoy the company of other Captains from 
other clubs. 
 
This year, and from now on, we no longer have the pleasure of Colin 
Maw’s contribution. Colin has now retired from his voluntary position of 
Jamboree organiser at his beloved Saunton GC. Saunton’s management 
are now operating entry and the programme for the day, first competition 
Devon Captains team event, 1st March. Please remember all team 
members must be members of DGCs. This year there is no comedian so 
those whom wish to leave a little earlier will be able to do so. 
 
Our two mainstays, Roy Smith and Henry Paget, have had very difficult 
years but continue to give us all one hundred per cent whenever 
possible. I’m sure you will join me in wishing not only the compliments of 
the season but also a much better year in 2018 for them both. 
 
Last, but not least, I thank my good friend Chris Morton for his help 
throughout the last year. With Mark Champion conveniently local I 
haven’t  had to seek Chris’s help as frequently this year but nevertheless 
my thanks are duly noted. From us both, have an enjoyable Christmas 
and a happy, healthy New Year. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
Our very best wishes to everyone for a Merry Christmas and a very 
happy and healthy 2018. 
 
Ed. Malcolm Jordain and Chris(mas) Morton 
 

              
 


