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CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2017  
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT   
It is that time of year again, where did 
the year go? It seems only yesterday 
when I stood up at Saunton to receive 
the massive honour ofyour Presidency 
and now I turn to sending you all a 
Christmas message. As we prepare 
for the festive season and try to find 
opportunities to play golf while 
avoiding the wind and rain I guess we 
can reflect on shared enjoyment over 
the past year and look forward to 
meeting again in the Spring hopefully 
with the sun on our backs. 
Our most recent meeting was Mike’s 
Captains Day at Stover when over 
100 ex and current Captains very 

much enjoyed Stover’s challenges but, much more, Mike’s and the 
club’s hospitality. The weather laid on was balmy and anyone who 
was having a challenging day could always obtain some respite at the 
refreshment caravan by the 11th tee. Clearly Mike leads a fine and 



 

 

 

upstanding life! Everyone seemed to have an enjoyable day, thank 
you, your Club and all the staff  Mike. 
Earlier in the year we enjoyed Rodney’s President’s day at Saunton. 
It was super to see that Rodney himself had managed to get to the 
course to watch some golf and also to partake in the A.G.M and 
evening meal. I think he enjoyed the odd glass of wine but under 
strict instructions from Shirley not to overdo it. (I THINK he managed 
that!) Saunton looked after us to their usual very high standard, thank 
you to all involved at that club. 
In between we have had a very enjoyable season of matches, 
perhaps not as successful as we would have liked as regards results 
but the camaraderie under Captain Mike and Vice Captain Bob has 
been fantastic. Fortunately bribery still has some effect so that I have 
been able to enjoy a number of matches, Bob please note for next 
year! None of this could happen without back up from those involved, 
Roy and Henry, you keep our association going and we are all 
extremely grateful. 
Organisation of our body remains in very capable hands and although 
we have had our moments this year, Roy’s stewardship and tenacity 
in sorting out challenges, often in very trying personal circumstances,  
has ensured that all runs smoothly in the end. Other background 
helpers should be mentioned but if I start to name names, I am sure 
to leave someone out, so thank you all, you know who you are! The 
committee must be included under this heading, our annual meeting 
is always fruitful and any disagreements are sorted out over the lunch 
that follows and the golf in the afternoon. It is a hard life! Thank you 
Exeter Golf & Country Club for the facilities, food and for allowing us 
to play your course which is superb in its new lay out. 
I guess it just remains for me to hope that you have all enjoyed 2016 
as much as I have and to trust that next year will provide similar 
golfing satisfaction. I wish you and your families a very Happy 
Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year and look forward 
to seeing as many as you as possible in 2017 with your swings honed 
to perfection! 
 
Ted Rockey 
President 

 
 



 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CAPTAIN 

 

 

 

     

      
Christmas is nearly upon us once again and it is my very great 
pleasure to write a message of thanks to you all for supporting me 
and the DGCs since I took over as Captain in May. The matches with 
other counties are always enjoyable events and isn’t it great to play 
against other like minded Captains who want to play competitive golf  
but in the right spirit. At the end of the day the results are of minor 
importance which is perhaps just as well. Had it been football I would 
surely have been put on the transfer list by now. We had an excellent  
away trip to Oxfordshire and Warwickshire playing on two delightful 
courses namely the Cotswold and Coventry. Two weeks later we 
entertained Shropshire at Bigbury and Thurlestone. Those who 
persevered through the atrocious weather conditions are to be 
congratulated particularly the visitors who had to dry clothing and 
equipment in their hotel rooms between matches. This coupled with 
the cancellation of the very next match against Dorset due to heavy 
rain was the point when I was accused of trying to rival Mike 
Penlington for inclement weather. However, we had a very enjoyable 
and memorable day when on 22nd July the DGC’s played at Exeter 
G&CC to celebrate the opening of their new holes. What a great 
finish to the back nine. 
 



 

 

 

I must make particular mention of the wonderful support you all gave 
me on my Captain’s Day at Stover in September. As the entries came 
in to Roy Smith it became clear that there would be between 100-120 
attending and thus the decision to have a marquee so that everyone 
could dine in comfort . My thanks to Secretary Colin Nolan and  
Tracey, the Caterers/Bar Staff  Paula, Della. Lance and Paul for their 
valuable contribution on a very busy day. I must particularly  thank 
the two Stover Ladies, Anne Crosby and Muriel Waldron for looking 
after us at the Tolchard’s drinks and snack wagon.  
 
Devon Golf Captains would not be so successful as it is without the 
hard work and dedication of our Secretary Roy Smith, our Fixtures 
Secretary Henry Paget and Web-Site Wizards Malcolm Jordain and 
Chris Morton. Thank you gentlemen on behalf of us all. My personal 
thanks to Roy, Malcolm and Chris for issuing and checking cards on 
Captain’s Day and Bob Webber, Neil Hayman and Harvie Taylor who 
acted as starters. 
 
Finally, my Vice Captain Bob Webber who has worked tirelessly to 
ensure the smooth running of all the matches and events. Couldn’t 
have done without you Bob. You sorted out my numerous senior 
moments and I’ve enjoyed your company and good humour. 
 
I look forward to 2017 and the remaining matches leading up to 
President’s Day. My very best wishes to you all and your families for 
Christmas and the New Year. Most importantly good health so that 
we can meet once again to play this highly frustrating but wonderful 
game of golf. Don’t forget that a “gimme” is an agreement between 
two golfers neither of whom can putt very well. 
 
Mike Badcock. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE CAPTAIN 

 

 
 

Little did I realise how much I would get out 
of golf when I started playing 35 years ago. 
The captaincy at Sidmouth was a very 
memorable and exciting time and now to 
have the honour of Devon Golf Captains  
Vice-Captain has far exceeded my 
expectations.  
Assisting Captain Mike to put teams 
together for matches has been a very 
enjoyable if at times a little worrying.  I 
would like to thank all Captains who have 
played in matches for their prompt replies 
and Captains who have stepped in at the 
last minute to ensure we have always had 
a complete team.  
Mike will be a hard act to follow, working with him has been a 
pleasure; his happy smile even when all was not going to schedule 
and his unflappable manner has made him the perfect ambassador 
for Devon Captains. I hope the rest of his term as Captain will 
continue to be so enjoyable. 
I would urge all Captains to put their names forward for future 
matches so more can enjoy the good times playing against other 
counties, 
To finish I wish all Devon Captains a very Happy Christmas and New 
Year. 
 
Bob Webber 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 
 

 Another year has slipped by and, 
although I have only managed to play 

      a few rounds myself, I trust all our 
members have enjoyed a great season 

      on the golf course. 
 

Once again I have to thank all those 
members who have enquired about 
my wife, Beryl. Her broken elbow has 
repaired to about as good as it will 
ever be, which is about a 50% restriction 
of its previous condition.   

 
Out of the blue, last January, she was 

diagnosed with diabetes, which was a big shock, as her mother 
and her sister both died from the illness. 
However, with strict medication and diet and the loss of  some 
40lbs in weight, this problem seems to be under control. She 
stepped on the scales a few weeks ago, attending an appointment 
with the diabetic nurse, and she was told she now weighed 9 
stones exactly. As quick as a flash she told the nurse that that was 
the weight she rode at in the first Lady Jockeys Race at Kempton 
Park in 1972. This was incredible, as most of the time she cannot 
remember what I have just told her. On March 16th 2017 we are to 
celebrate our 60th wedding anniversary and I sometimes I struggle 
to accept that she is no longer the joyous bundle of fun and energy 
that I married, before she contracted this dreadful condition known 
to thousands as dementia. I give thanks every day that she is still 
able to stay at home, and that I stay fit enough to cope.        
 
I am sure the other DGC officers will recount our year in the 
matches, a year I have been able to enjoy in the background, so to 
speak, with Captain Mike Badcock, being a member of my home 
club, Stover, which kept us in close contact throughout the season. 
 



 

 

 

I was still able to attend the President’s Day at Saunton in May, 
which was virtually a ‘whitewash’ by the home players. I was ably 
assisted by Colin Maw in the morning and then, reinforced by the 
presence of my right arm, Henry Paget, the day was completed 
without a hitch. It is great to have Henry back with us after his 
illness and to hear that he is now playing an occasional round of 
golf again.  
 
The only other occasion I was able to put in an appearance was 
Mike’s Captain’s Day at Stover in September. He was keen to 
have as many Captains as possible play and dine on his day, and 
to that end he organized all the arrangements for the hire and 
erection of the marquee, to cope with up to 120 members and, with 
much help from the Stover caterers, the day was a great success.  
 
 
Mike worked tirelessly throughout a long day and I am sure it is a 
day he will remember with pride, when he eventually puts his feet 
up. 
From the competition side, I was ably assisted by Malcolm Jordain, 
Chris Morton and Bob Webber throughout the morning and I was 
rather surprised that such average scores took most of the prizes, 
especially with the competition being being played off the yellow 
tees. I suppose, as it has always been the way at Stover, you have 
to be straight off the tee. It is no good hitting it 300yards into the 
woods or river. 
 
As usual, throughout the year, Malcolm and Chris have managed 
our website admirably, despite a few problems with the 
programmers. I sometimes smile to myself when I recall that, 
originally, it was to be my job to handle the task. I am sure we 
would have all been sunk by now.  M and C do a great job with the 
site and we are all extremely grateful for their efforts. 
 
I have attached a list of our 2017 fixtures with this message and 
look forward to a good response from those wishing to play. These 
matches are a great occasion, always providing much enjoyment 
so, please, spread the message on to the uninitiated. 
 



 

 

 

One fixture that is not included on the list is the four-man team 
event staged by the Saunton Club on Thursday,2nd March which is 
for our members only but all entries have to sent direct to Colin 
Maw, the organiser, at Saunton. 
Colin usually sends the invitation to each Club Captain just before 
Xmas, so those interested should have a word with their Club 
Captain. 
Please do not send your entries to me!!!! 
 
Lastly, a word of thanks to all those members have helped me 
throughout the year, Mike, Malcolm, Chris, Henry, Colin, Bob, Ted 
and many others, their efforts have been greatly appreciated 
through a difficult year.  
 
And one final thank you to Alan Richardson, of Dainton Park Golf 
Club. Alan has rescued me from the brink of disaster on several 
occasions, with his vast computer knowledge. He is equivelant to a 
50ft putt at 2-all on the 18th hole in the final of the Palairet. 
 
May you all enjoy a memorable Christmas with your families and 
loved ones, followed by a very Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 
Yours truly, 
 Roy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE MATCH SECRETARY 
 

So another golfing year has come and 
gone. I'm pleased to say I'm still  
here and enjoying the position of match 
secretary for our great club of  
Past Captains.  
To my knowledge all the matches have 
gone well with no cock ups on dates  
or the venues. The clubs of the home 
venues, that I arranged, were all very 
co-operative when I came to confirm the 
details of the match and negotiate the catering and the cost. 
 
Those of you that have looked at the 3 Year Fixture Plan will have 
noted that all the home venues for 2017 have been there for most of 
2016. The away venues are arranged by our opponents and some 
are still to be notified, not unusual for me to be chasing them well into 
the new year. 
 
All our home venues for 2018 have now been agreed and I'm pleased 
to report that once again I have received total co-operation from the 
clubs I approached. The updated 3 Year Fixture Plan should be on 
our web site by the time you read the annual newsletter in December. 
 
All that is left for me to say is thank you for your company where  
appropriate in 2016, best wishes for a Happy & Enjoyable Festive 
Season and may 2017 prove a great golfing year for you all. 
 
Henry Paget 
Match Secretary 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

COLIN MAW SAUNTON 2016 
 

 
I never cease to be amazed just how quickly the 
golfing year passes and, for me in particular, the 
events that I organise are spaced out in the 
calendar which seems to accelerate the situation. 
 
My increasing understanding of our association 
over the years of our competitive strengths often 
tempts me to try and forecast competition results 
and more so following the “clean sweeps” of 2014 
and 2015 however, my looking ahead is about as 

good as my football results predictions where I am still waiting for a 
return on my long running investments. 
 
My DGC year started with our team of four event on the 3rd March 
and, as usual, the betterball format provided another very tight finish 
with messrs Jack, Allsop, Jewell and Grieve of Tiverton taking first 
spot by two points from Torquay with both Stover and Saunton a 
further point behind. 
After dinner speaker Adger Brown enhancing the predictable DGC 
camaraderie. 
 
The six counties event on the 7th April with teams of twenty four 
representing Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset 
and Wiltshire with the usual two course betterball format once again 
providing a nailbiting affair with Somerset taking the honours by only 
one point from Devon. 
I had the Saunton office on red alert in having to re-check the results 
to ensure the tally was correct. 
You can only imaging the scene in the clubhouse when the result was 
announced and, I have no doubt, Somerset will be dining out on this 
for some time. Another super occasion. 
 
Our final call to arms was the recently introduced Saunton Salver on 
the 5th and 6th October which has changed this year into a 
competition over two days with teams of twelve currently involving 



 

 

 

thirteen counties and with The London Captains and West Sussex on 
the reserve list. 
The usual better ball stableford format applies however, the best five 
cards from both days is used to establish the results. While I 
expected a tight finish in discarding the lowest scores from each team 
no-one would have predicted such an exciting end to the event. 
Dorset 349 points, Staffordshire (first day leaders) 348 points and 
Warwickshire 347 points. Another re-check situation for the Saunton 
office but these regular tight finishes do make for a brilliant clubhouse 
atmosphere and you can only imagine the Dorset response when the 
results were announced. 
 
Finally, after the DGC event on Thursday 2nd March next year I will be 
retiring from my role of organiser after seventeen years and one 
hundred and twenty five events. The Saunton office have made 
arrangements to take on the responsibilities and I will hand over all 
my contact information to achieve a smooth transition consequently, I 
must take this opportunity to thank all my DGC contacts and friends 
for your support over the years. I have thoroughly enjoyed all the 
events but, our special days have seen a quite unique camaraderie 
which I will not forget. 
 
Colin Maw 
 
 
England Golf Captains 2017 
 
For those of us who are members of EGCs the dates and venues for 
next year have been finalised. They are published on the England Golf 
website for regional events, the Final is at the prestigious Woodhall Spa, 
the home of England Golf. Our regional venue is Teignmouth Golf Club 
Thursday 29th June unfortunately this conflicts with our own fixture list, 
DGCs away to Dorset. There are of course other very appealing venues 
elsewhere. 
If you would like to play at Teignmouth, or any other venue, I strongly 
recommend you log on 1st February and enter. These events have been 
oversubscribed at many venues previously, the qualifiers, and of course 
the Final, are now open to Vice Captains and Ladies Captains, with 
similar responsibilities to club Captains. MJ. 



 

 

 

Editor’s Footnote  
 
2016 has proved to be a mixed year in terms of weather with some 
matches played in significant rainfall, including one cancellation. Once 
again sadly we have lost several members throughout the year. Two in 
particular, past Captain and President Bernard Young and a good friend 
Alec Gosling. A number of Captains are currently enduring significant 
health issues and we wish them well, especially at this time of year. A 
friendly contact by telephone or email would perhaps be a timely thought! 
 
. The Forum is still the weakest facility, in terms of use and involvement, 
there are now over 100 participants registered. May I remind everyone 
this is your page to use AS YOU SEE FIT, either as a communication to 
other members or to publicise an event that you wish to promote. The 
Forum is entirely private, amongst our registered members, and can only 
be accessed by same, once approved. 
 
There is one celebratory match currently planned for next year, DGCs v 
Ilfracombe Captains to celebrate their 125th anniversary. A new and 
attractive arrangement for 2017 will provide the Worcester and 
Gloucester fixtures as a mini tour, this in response to the distances 
involved with both matches. There are therefore three two day tours next 
year. 
 
A puzzle for many is the drop in numbers applying to play in matches, up 
until the last few years we used to average 120/130 per annum. 
Inexplicably this has dropped to the mid 80s for three or four years. May I 
encourage those of you who do not forward your names for selection to 
do so. A few of us play in a good number of matches simply because 
numbers are scarce for some venues, or regrettably, some players 
withdraw once selected. Most DGC Captains however do not encourage 
“Cherry Pickers”, put your name forward for at least a few matches and I 
can assure you a place in at least one team will be guaranteed. Some 
Captains are not aware of the “dropout” factor which has to be recovered 
by reserves/sub’s. If you submit applications for some matches and 
subsequently discover that you are no longer available PLEASE inform 
the Captain or Vice.prior to the match. 
 



 

 

 

Why don’t we publish team sheets prior to matches? On virtually every 
match late changes have to be made, of course sometimes people are 
unwell but on occasions it is just an afterthought. We have all had to 
source teams, when we were club Captain, so please try to help by being 
proactive. 
 
I would very much like to thank Colin Maw for organizing the events at 
Saunton, Colin’s legacy to Saunton Golf Club is immense and will be a 
test for the club to sustain in the years to come. From all of us Colin, 
enjoy the time you will now have to yourself and thank you. 
 
On your behalf I would like to give our thanks to our marvelous Secretary 
Roy Smith. Roy and Beryl continue to cope with significant health issues 
in spite of which Roy has guided and planned our success for another 
year. We are blessed with his efficiency, attention to detail and energy, 
despite his four score years plus. Happy Christmas and a better New 
Year for you both. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank my very good friend Chris Morton, for all his 
help with the website again this year. Without his help and patience I 
would struggle to keep on top of updates and improvements. We have 
had to change our provider this year and it’ has not been straightforward 
by any means. We hope that the future will be a little less problematic in 
the very capable hands of local company Mark Champion, Coast 
Computers.    
 
 
Our very best wishes to everyone for a Merry Christmas and a very 
happy   and healthy 2017 
 
Ed. Malcolm Jordain and Chris Morton 
 

              
 


