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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT   
 



 

 

 

 
As we approach the end of 2015 it has been another busy and 
successful year for the Devon Golf Captains. I am very honoured to 
be your President but unfortunately health issues have prevented me  
from taking the active role that I would like. 
 
My President’s Day is being held at Saunton Golf Club on Thursday 
12th May 2016. I hope that as many of you as possible will 
participate. Hopefully my health will have sufficiently improved to 
allow me to meet, greet and renew acquaintances with the numerous 
friends that I have made since my first involvement with the Devon 
Golf Captains some thirty years ago in 1985. 
 
Finally may I wish you and your families a very merry Christmas and 
a happy and healthy New Year. 
 
Rodney Beer 
President 

 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CAPTAIN 
 
 

As your Captain it is my pleasure to be 
writing to you all at Christmas 2015, and 
to be able to thank you for all the 
support that you have shown since 
coming into office in May, also 
 the kindness and generosity some of 
our opposing Captains have given us on 
our trips away which I also note that all 
our Captains enjoyed. 
 

The year ended for Roger Monson with a great win in the Six 
Counties Championship at Saunton in April, well done to all the team 
members – no pressure for 2016 then!! 



 

 

 

 
My Captain’s Day at Staddon Heights in September was a very 
successful day, and once again my thanks to Roy Smith for all his 
hard work, Brian Waggett, Malcolm Jordain, Henry Paget and my 
friends from Staddon Heights – John Perriton, John Ellis and Sid 
Webber for their help on the day, and my wife Rosemary and 
daughter Melanie who kept you all fed and watered, and you the 
Devon Captains for making it a special day for me. My thanks also go 
to Tavistock Golf Club and stand-in Captain David Burge and 
President Dennis Greening.  Also thanks to Churston Golf Club and 
Captain Peter MacLoughlin and President Ray Reardon.  Many 
thanks to both Clubs for hosting 2 excellent golf days, and first class 
meals, and congratulations to both Clubs for reaching their 125th 
Anniversary.  The Devon Captains enjoyed your company on both 
days. 
 
On 7th and 8th October saw the Twelve Inter Counties Championship 
at Saunton Golf Club. I selected the team early to be able to book 
accommodation, also Colin Maw asked if I would not select Saunton 
players, and I tried to keep to this request.  However all was fine until 
the week before when we had to replace 4 players, so my thanks to 
Peter Dunstan, Tim Aggett, David Lord and Ben Lynch for standing in 
at short notice.  My thanks to our team for their efforts over the two 
days,  Devon Captains won the Trophy with 213 stableford points. 
 
It would be remiss of me not to mention the Brigadier, my Vice 
Captain Michael Badcock.  We have had a great time together since 
May and my thanks for all your hard work to date and I look forward 
to our Captain v Vice Captain match next April .I think it is now time to 
think about 2016 and I am looking forward to seeing your smiling 
faces again.  Check next year’s fixtures on the web site as there a lot 
of different days due to changes.  Select the matches you are 
available to play in and send them to Roy Smith our Secretary, who 
compiles an availability sheet for the Captain. 
To conclude my message I would like to send you Christmas 
greetings to you and your families.  Good health and a good golf 
swing for 2016. 
 
David Beer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE CAPTAIN 

 

 
I deem it a great honour to have 
been asked to represent Devon 
Golf Captains as Vice Captain and 
to support David Beer in his year of 
Captaincy. I congratulate him on a 
very successful 2015 season and 
would like to take this opportunity 
of thanking him, on behalf of 
DGCs, for all that he has done to 
ensure the continuing success of 

this excellent organisation. We have worked well together and I have 
enjoyed his company and good humour.  I must also include his 
delightful Secretary/Wife, Rosemary, whose computer skills  have 
allowed David the time to finely tune his game. You haven’t finished 
yet Rosemary there are still 8 more matches to go !! but many thanks 
for all your help. 
My thanks also to all those captains who have stood in at short notice 
to fill gaps in team sheets when, due to unforeseen circumstances, 
some have had to cancel at the last moment. This is bound to happen 
and I have been very appreciative of their support. 
I would recommend that Captains put their names down for matches 
in the 2016/17 season. Although most matches comprise only 16 
players I will endeavour to spread this around so that as many as 
possible get a game. They are great days out and at a reasonable 
cost. However, depending on the response I may have to look 
beyond the County, as the attached photo would suggest !! 
 
Finally may I wish you and your Families a Very Happy Christmas 
and a Prosperous and Healthy New Year. KEEP SWINGING. 
 
Mike Badcock 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 
 
 

Incredibly another year has slipped by in 
a flash and we are fast approaching 
2016, another Olympic Year. Let us hope 
for similar successes as in 2012. 
My first task is to thank all those 
members who have enquired about 
my wife, Beryl, and the state of her 
ongoing broken elbow drama. 
Under the guidance of the surgeon, Chris 
Smith, at the Exeter Orthopaedic Clinic 
and after much research and discussion, it was decided not to resort 
to an artificial elbow but to remove the plate that had been installed in 
2014 and allow the elbow to recover in its natural state. 
 
This operation (her 6th) was carried out on the 28th October last and, 
after a tricky period, when the wound was reluctant to heal, things are  



 

 

 

looking so much better now, although much physiotherapy work has 
still to be done before the arm is back to somewhere near normal.  
Sadly, her dementia problems are still with us. 
 
I have struggled through 2015, only attending two events, and my 
thanks go out to Malcolm Jordain for all his valuable assistance 
whenever I ran into difficulties. His continued work with the web-site 
has been great and makes one wonder how we coped previously. 
Just think back to Alf Hunts’ 18 year stint as Secretary, all on an out-
of-date typewriter. What a great man he was! 
The event that sticks in my mind for 2015 is what I have called ‘The 
Miracle of Tiverton’.  Having travelled to the Club at 6.30am amidst 
heavy rain and survived the suicide driving of the early morning 
motorists in such bad conditions, I arrived at the Club with the 
weather-mans assurance that the rain would clear around .00am’ish. 
Officials at Tiverton were also quite confident that all would be well, 
possibly with a delayed start. 
I sat in the competition office and watched the 9th  green slowly 
become virtually covered with water, still informing members who 
were calling that the comp was still on.  At the height of my despair, 
the course manager appeared saying the rain would stop inside 15 
minutes and then, give him and his staff an hour and we could start 
the comp, using a two-tee start.. 
And so it came to be, ‘The Miracle of Tiverton’ the comp was 
completed, on time, in almost perfect conditions, all those who 
stayed, perfectly happy and then enjoyed a very good dinner to wind 
up the day. Only one sad item, dear Rodney Beer, our newly elected 
President, was taken ill during the evening and eventually spent the 
night in a local hospital. News from Saunton is that Rodney is still 
quite frail and has not been involved much throughout the summer. 
Our best wishes go out to him for Christmas and the New Year. 
 
According to our excellent match reports, the seasons matches were 
enjoyed by all those who participated, especially the two tours, 
Sussex/Hampshire and Shropshire / Herefordshire. 
In addition Captain, David Beer managed to select two winning sides 
for visits to North Devon, retaining the West of England Trophy and 
then winning the newly formed 12 Counties Team Event, both at 
Saunton Golf Club. 



 

 

 

Devon Captains are scheduled for four visits to Saunton this year, as 
Rodney Beers’ President Day will be staged there in May. 
 
David has been well supported by his Vice-Captain, Mike Badcock, 
throughout the year, who managed to present a full team on every 
occasion, not an easy task with still so many last minute drop-outs. 
Mike also managed the finances particularly well, his banking 
procedure causing me no grief what-so-ever. Well done, Mike 
The second event that I managed to attend during the year was 
David’s Captains Day at Staddon Heights Golf Club. Thanks to David 
and all his hard work during the day, ably assisted by Club Manager, 
Tim Aggett plus valuable assistance on the admin by several Staddon 
members, my team of Henry Paget, Malcolm Jordain and Brian 
Waggett were able to cope with all the demands of a very busy 
programme and we produced an extensive result sheet, well on time.  
This was followed by an excellent dinner from the Staddon caterers, 
the actual service being outstanding. Well done, all concerned. 
To round off a memorable day, believe it or not, I lost my way on the 
way home, taking some one and a half hours to get back to Bovey 
Tracey. 
 
2016 will be my 13th year as Secretary/Treasurer for the Captains, 
not sure I can reach Alf Hunts’ record 18 years, my memory is getting 
a little suspect and bones are starting to creak although I still enjoy 
the unmatchable camaraderie that exists amongst our very elite 
group of golfers. 
 And so, with one final special word of thanks to Henry Paget, who 
has battled on through serious illness and has always been there at 
my side on the big occasion, I will close now, wishing you all nothing 
but the best for the festive period and plenty of good fortune at home 
and on the golf course for the New Year. 
 
Yours very truly,      
 
 Roy Smith         Hon. Secretary   

         

            

 

 



 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MATCH SECRETARY 
 

 

Wow where did that year go ? They seem to 
go quicker every  
year (all about getting old I guess). 
The year has passed very peacefully for me, 
indicating that all the home venues I arranged 
in 2013 for our 2015 matches were a 
success. I received total co-operation from 
the Clubs 2 or 3 weeks before the match 
when confirming the arrangements and  
the cost of the catering. I thank the Clubs 
most sincerely for this. 
 
Most of our members will I’m sure be aware that we do receive  
courtesy of the course for all our matches. In these difficult  
economic times this is a very great help to our organisation and  
we thank the Clubs for their continued kindness in this respect. 
At the present time Royal North Devon golf club is the only club  
who requires a green fee per player and of course we refrain  
from using them. 
 
All our away matches to my knowledge have been OK. I would  
just add one comment, I played in the Gloucestershire match  
and didn’t think the catering was up to the standard we supply at 
all our matches. Our home match venues have been arranged for 
2016 (this was done in 2013 ) and all our opponents, except one, 
have supplied me with their 2016 venues and acceptable dates. I am 
just waiting for confirmation from 3 Clubs for agreement of our home  
venues for 2017. When all these have been received, hopefully  
before the end of December or early January, the 3 Year Fixture  
Plan will be updated on our web site. 
 
I think that just leaves me to wish you all a Very Happy  
Christmas and a Happy New Year. Remember to “ keep  
swinging “ and best wishes for a great golfing 2016. 
Henry  Paget  



 

 

 

 
 

COLIN MAW SAUNTON 2016 
 

 

 

  

With the completion of the lounge extension it is 
pleasing to see all invitation team events have  
been fully subscribed throughout 2015 up to the 
maximum capacity of one hundred and sixty eight  
competitors and, as I write, entries for the teams 
of four competition on 3rd March 2016 are 
already full. 

You will appreciate my original intention was to secure an entry from 
each of the Devon clubs but some clubs did not respond and despite 
a recently repeated exercise to encourage new members to our 
association it would appear quite a number of club captains will 
continue to miss out on our special events and unique camaraderie. 
Looking back on 2015 I am pleased to report as follows on our three 
Saunton events: 
The annual team challenge comprising teams of four held on 5th 
March could not have provided a tighter finish with Portmore (Messrs 
Mallabone, West, Churchill and O’Donaghue) edging out Dainton 
Park by one point and Saunton pipping Great Torrington also by one 
point for third and fourth places respectively. The after dinner speaker 
was Peter McGovern the ex Belfry professional who now provides 
first class golfing anecdotes and is the perfect entertainer for such 
occasions. 
I am tempted at this point to mention the speaker for the 2016 event 
but, suffice to say, all those who will be playing are in for a real treat!! 
The West of England Inter County competition on 9th April involved 
teams of twenty four from Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, 
Somerset and Wiltshire with six pairs on each course for a betterball 
stableford. I know how pleased Roger Monson was to lead Devon 
home to retain the championship by quite a margin from Wiltshire and 
Gloucestershire. A full report on this event can be found on the 
association website together with a photograph of the victorious 
Devon team. 



 

 

 

 
My enquiries to attract entries from different Counties across the UK 
for a new two day event in October for relevant Captains’ 
associations were successful with eleven counties taking part each  
with a team of twelve players. The diaries for Gloucestershire, 
London Captains and Warwickshire conflicted this year but they are 
looking to join the fray in 2016. 
 
My intention was for a practice day competition on the first day with 
the real championship to follow on the second day however, after 
dinner I took the opportunity to canvas opinion on the suggestion to 
make the occasion a full blown two day event and this was carried 
unanimously.  
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the end of season UK Captains’ 
tournament and they are already looking forward to next year. 
Incoming captain David Beer was delighted to lead Devon to victory   
from Shropshire and Staffordshire and, once again, the Devon team 
photograph is included in the official association website report. 
Dates for my Saunton events next year are already included in the 
Devon Captains diary for 2016 and I look forward to greeting you all 
at the Saunton check in for yet more clubhouse camaraderie 
opportunities. 
 
My very best wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year! 
Colin Maw 

 

  
England Golf Captains 2016 
 
For those of us who are members of EGCs the dates and venues for 
next year have been finalised. They are published on the England Golf 
website for regional events, the Final is once again at Frilford Heath. Our 
regional venue is Tiverton Golf Club Thursday 6th May, fortunately this 
does not conflict with our own fixture list. There are of course other very 
appealing venues elsewhere 
 
For a fifth occasion English Golf Captains arranged a match against 
Liverpool Captains, this time at Woodhall Spa Golf Club. I was again 



 

 

 

fortunately selected for the EGC team however with a health issue, and 
Captain’s Day at Staddon Heights the following day, I had to withdraw 
. 
For those who may be interested to play in future matches, to be 
arranged next year, look on the England Golf website for information.  
 
MJ. 
 
 

 
 

 

Reminders for Winter Golf  
 

A ball plugged “through the green” while placing is in operation may 
be lifted, cleaned and dropped not nearer the hole. 
 
 “Through the green” under Definitions in the rule book is the whole 
area of the course except:- 

a. The teeing ground and putting green of the hole being played. 

b. All hazards on the course. 

                                Water 
  Rule 25-1b deals with relief from Abnormal Ground Conditions. 

1. If your ball is in casual water, the player must lift the ball and 

drop it, without penalty, within one club length and not nearer 

the hole than the nearest point of relief. The nearest point of 

relief must NOT be in a hazard or on a putting green. 

If your ball cannot be found and is known or virtually certain to 
be in the water or is not retrievable the player may substitute 
another ball without penalty. 
 

2. If your ball is in a flooded bunker the player must either play it 

or lift the ball and drop it either:- 

a. Without penalty. in accordance with clause 1 above except 

that the nearest point of relief MUST be in the bunker and 

the ball Must be dropped in the bunker or, if complete relief 



 

 

 

is impossible as near as possible to the spot where the ball 

lay, but not nearer the hole, on a part of the course in the 

bunker that affords maximum available relief (the term 

applies to both lie and stance. The spot providing maximum 

available relief might be such that the ball will be in shallower 

water than the player’s feet after he takes his stance or vice 

versa). 

b. Under penalty of one stroke, outside the bunker keeping the 

point where the ball lies directly between the hole and the 

spot on which the ball is dropped, with no limit to how far 

behind the bunker the ball may be dropped. 

As the rules of golf cover all situations of water in bunkers there 
is no need to make any special arrangements, the rules do not 
permit all the bunkers to be taken out of play for competitions. 

 

 

 
 

Bunkers Generally 
 
Do not – Remove leaves, pine cones, twigs, branches or any natural 
items that may have found their way into the bunker, even if they 
interfere with your stance or ball. 
 
Do not – enter or exit a bunker from a high spot, always try to enter and 
exit via the lower point, to avoid standing in the edge of the bunker. 
 
CM & MJ 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Editor’s Footnote  
 
2015 has proved to be a successful year on all fronts weather, 
uppermost in many peoples thoughts, especially good ! As you will have 
read, from the preceding reports, health and bereavements have sadly 
been at the forefront for many of our friends and members. There are 
Captains currently dealing with significant health issues and we wish 
them well, especially at this time of year. A friendly contact by telephone 
or email would perhaps be a timely thought! 
 
The Forum is still the weakest facility, in terms of use and involvement, 
there are now over 100 participants registered. May I remind everyone 
this is your page to use AS YOU SEE FIT, either as a communication to 
other members or to publicise an event that you wish to promote. The 
Forum is entirely private, amongst our registered members, and can only 
be accessed by same. 
 
There are no celebratory matches currently planned for next year, 
however a new arrangement for 2017 will provide the Worcester and 
Gloucester fixtures as a mini tour, this in response to the distances 
involved with both matches. As you will see from Mike Badcock’s 
message, and photo, his year promises to be a lot of fun and good 
humour. His photoshopping skills are yet to be seen by many. Before 
Mike takes over David Beer looks forward to his final matches prior to 
handing over to Mike at Saunton, best wishes to both men. 
 
2016 is going to be interesting because of some rule changes and 
CONGU recommendations. It would seem most people have a 
considered opinion re. 4BBB 90% differential, not all positive! Imagine 
next year’s match versus the Ladies, 90%, differential SSS, bisques and 
“courtesy shots” good luck Mike !!! Some will leave good friends in the 
“Naughty club cupboard” for good, since anchoring long putters will 
become illegal.  



 

 

 

 
How refreshing to see in the PGA Cup, in which our own Paul 
Hendriksen played, the USA Captain overruled his player and conceded 
a hole, after his player had claimed he had not conceded a three inch 
putt. If only that had happened in the Solheim Cup, sadly the Americans 
had to show us how to play the game. 
 
On your behalf I would like to give our thanks to our marvelous Secretary 
Roy Smith. Roy and Beryl have had a very difficult 18 months during 
which Roy has steered us with his usual humour, wisdom and 
experience. We are blessed with his effiency, attention to detail and 
energy, despite his four score years plus. Happy Christmas and a better 
New Year to you both. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank my very good friend Chris Morton, for all his 
help with the website again this year. Without his help and patience I 
would struggle to keep on top of updates and improvements. 
 
 

 
 
Our very best wishes to everyone for a Merry Christmas and a very 
happy   and healthy 2016. 
 
Ed. Malcolm Jordain and Chris(mas) Morton 
 



 

 

 

              
 


